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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. Claim 3: the claim is confusing as it is presented in that the phrase [setting 
whereby the covering is occurred] is not clear as to what is meant by setting. The claim 
has been interpreted as not further limiting the structure of the protector, but rather only 
further functional limitations with respect to an intended use of the protector. 

b. Claim 5: [are of greater diameter, more specifically, at the principal lower vertex] 
has been treated as meaning that the lateral ends of the principal body converge at the 
upper ends as depicted in the Figures. This interpretation is believed to be consistent 
with the intended meaning of the claim. Applicant must amend the claim to eliminate the 
incomplete size comparison (greater), the range within a range (more specifically), and 
provide clear antecedent basis for the claim terms including support for "diameter." 
However, applicant should review the specification, which reads-in-part, "The lateral 
sections (4) start at the lateral ends of the upper area which are of a lesser diameter than 
the principal body (1). This language does not appear to support the claim scope. 
Further, the use of the term "diameter" does not appear to be accurate because the 
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protector is not round, spherical, or cylindrical. The inconsistency should be clarified in 
response to this Office action. Applicant must take care to not add new matter, 
c. Claim 6: [the lateral ends are connected at the upper ends] has been treated as the 
lateral sections are connected at upper lateral ends of the principal body . This 
interpretation is consistent with the intended claim meaning and eliminates the confusion 
of lateral ends (unnumbered converging sides of body 1), which are part of the principal 
body (1), being connected to the principal body. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Peckham 
(US-6705337). 

Claim 1 : Peckham teaches a protector including a principal body (12, 14), lateral sections 
(16), and curved sections (integral with 14 as depicted in FIG. 3). The curved sections are joined 
with the lateral sections (16) at the gap (44). 

Claim 2: The protector includes a safety belt (20). 

Claim 4: The protector is manufactured of sun protector cloth [3:40-41]. 
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Claim 5: The lower end (near reference character 40) of the principal body is wider than 
the upper end (near reference characters 42) of the principal body as depicted at the top of Fig. 3. 

Claim 6: The lateral sections (16) are integrally connected at the upper ends of the 
principal body. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peckham (US- 

6705337) in view of Hughey (US-6223760). 

Hughey teaches a flap (16) in the lateral section of the protector that is for setting within 

the interior of the vehicle door [2:33-40] so that a would-be thief is thwarted from stealing the 

protector [3:5-8]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the lateral section of Peckham to include a flap for introduction within the 
interior of a vehicle door, such as taught by Hughey, in order to secure the protector to the 
vehicle thereby preventing theft. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Glasgo teaches a protector including a principal body (12, 30, 26), lateral sections (34, 
44), and curved sections (42, 56). The curved sections are joined to the lateral sections 
and the principal body. The principal body is permanently or removably attached to the 
vehicle [4:1-8]. 

- Chiang in FIG. 1 1 teaches a protector including a principal body (46), lateral sections 
(44F, 44G), curved sections (integrally joined to lateral sections 44F, 44G, and joined by 
a closure to the principal body 46C at the wider lower end). 

- Kraus teaches a protector. 

- Cunningham teaches a protector having separate body and lateral sections that are joined 
together. 

- Kashino teaches safety belts fixed to the vehicle. 

- Morgan teaches pennants or tabs (13, 14, 15) for fixing the protector to the vehicle. 

- Hanania teaches a protective cover. 

- Abodeely teaches a protector including belts (22) for fixing the protector to the inside of 
the vehicle. 

- Cohen teaches a protector. 

- Poirier teaches a protector including lateral sections (24) and a principal body (22). 

- Fleischhauer teaches a protector for fixing inside the vehicle. 



Application/Control Number: 10/707,103 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3623 

- Persinger teaches protector including an integral principal body, lateral sections, and 
curved sections. 

- Wright teaches a protector including sections joined together at the principal body and 
curved sections, and the curved sections are integral with the principal body at the front 
fender area (FIG. 1). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamara L. Graysay whose telephone number is (571) 272-6728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo, can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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